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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


INTEGRATION OF OVERSEAS TERRITORIES INTO FRENCH UNION 


Comment: On 3 December 1952, the Council of the Republic (of 
France) devoted its attention to the problem of the integration of 
France's overseas territories Into the French Republic. Pierre Pflim- 
lin, Minister of Overscan France, wade a speech in reply to questions 
poeed by a number of council members, and the council adopted a reso- 
lution expressing its views on the subject. The following report is 
a summary of the account given on this matter hy the Dakar daily, 

Par la -Dakar t of L December 1952^7 


French Guinea Representative Calls for Statement of Principles 

At a recent session of the Council of the Republic, Raphael Sailer, IOM 
(Independent d'Outre-Mer, Ovcrseao Independent) member from French Guinea, 
asked Pierre Pflimlin, Minister of Overseas France, for a statement of the 
principles and means whereby the French government intends to guarantee the fol- 
lowing to the peoples of the overseas territories and associated territories of 
the French Republic: 

1. The rights, freedoms, and political institutions, as well as the admin- 
istrative organization promised hy the Constitution of 27 October I 9 L 6 , which 
are intended to safeguard the general interests of both Metropolitan France and 
the above-mentioned territories. 

2. An economic and social structure which satisfies both the exigencies 
of the modern world and the local traditions of the territories. 

In expressing his viewpoint, Sailer made the following statement: 

"We certainly do not have the right to determine the orientation of the 
political evolution of the overseas territories; they must do this themselves, 
and our role should consist in giving them the means of tasking their choice. 
Under present conditions, with the world divided into two ideologies, it is 
equally important to Metropolitan France and to the overseas territories to 
preserve their solidarity. 
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s-cake. Where^i^fac^^ould^ah^r 60 ' 0110 ' 1 ' 1 ' 2 P ° Her ’ sveD its independence is at 

lion inhabitants? Thus SVane^has ^ T° n& ld povers with Just her 40 
torles . ' France haa a;i Operative need for the overseas terri- 

ie wel^knovn'^tha^the'^Africane^e^alonv^ 0 ^ 68 ^ er ° at De4d of *«“«•• It 
nationalities To mrw » ® on ® ^ e ^ er v ith the French than with other 

ity, but capi tol^and^-chnica^knovledce * ^ ^ rri \° rle8 lac *> not the capa“ 

for economic power ana'iSriSSe^ flltf «*. f lmow that in today's struggle 
tries, anless they ^re to r!nr,m,! ^ / n ° l0neer any place for onal i coun- 
of a more highly developed nation to ema “ c iP®ti on > they need the presence 

only he Frances” J ° gulde and hel P 'them, and this nation can 


Other Council Memb ers Express their Viewpoints 
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Pflimlin Empha sizes Determination for Unity 

mutter ^pertainin^to^ass ini iati Stl0:l H ° n lnt erpretation of the Constitution in 
onion P?ll„lKpL 0 .L“f S W Min P “. P . 1 “„° f a :S 1 S' nC “ 
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oe concerned with Instituting the local assemblies in which the neo- 
copies Jf MetronoHf D1 p S ln *»°««y. ■ These assemblies must nofbe c^bon 
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Having emphasized that a source of French pride is "the citizen shin we 
have conferred on all peoples of the French Union," the minister declared xhat 
of even thThi^^tV^ certal ? Bke P tlcs (sometimes to be found at assemblies 
because it^rn^t lfcve1 ^ “ve witnessed this debate, 

same freeLm overBeac representatives express themselves with the 

same freeaom and authority as those of Metropolitan France. 

and relations between the French Union and the European community, 

heL Sufa.fr- ?h 0Urg ln Partlcular > Kli.Ua declared that he could not 

bernnf ^ th un «aslnees of those who feared that the French Uulon might 
he to show , C °r°“ P ro Perty of the European community. "That," he said, "would 

mLfof ccn^deLf e ga Inter 0 L?s!" ti0nal “* & ~ ali *’ nbt to 

l Pfl ^ llrl said he would not entirely agree with Michel Debre, RFF, 

French Union *° eB “ atli3h a chronological connection between the 

i rencn Union and the Western European Union. 

Mel rof i r ±C ma ' tte ^ s » Pflimlin emphasized the effective solidarity between 

Metropolian France and the far-flung French territories. Developing this 

economic *3 -f ’ " W ° £ ust lead underdeveloped countries toward a progressive 
-nnnVK^ 4 * velopment. Experience te .ches us that it is difficult to make un- 
eq ally developed communities live together under the same economy. The only 
way to succeed in this task is to protect new industries in new countries and . 
fnf ™ P P roductlvlt y simultaneously with the raising of the standard of liv- 
we 8 mn«r h rtl ef i re ’ we mu6t not llrai ' t ourselves to generous but dispersed efforts; 
we mu«n develop a pian which has been carefully conceived so that individual 
efforts will be additive and not neutralize each other. 

There is no opposition, and there must be none, between the social and 
o^ g«al / a f° r v continued. "Certainly, the latter is only a means; 

h 8 ? a iS f e hu “ a " be i”S- Nevertheless, we must not fail to recognize that 
ocial development should rest on an economic basis. The advantages of loint 
economic and social development are manifested in the increased purchasing 
power which improves living conditions for the entire population. 

, " 1 “ njat ^ e 5'® °P foreign trade," he said, "we are not absolutely free, eope- 

w u a ° * !Btablish Protective tariffs or to fix quotas of distribution . We 

nave had to choose or to make adaptations according to the territories or the 
products. But the essential idea has been to allow the idea of preference to 
prevail without pushing protectionism too far." 

acknowledged that the protection of French overseas products 
against foreign competition on the French market has at times been insufficient 
or even nonexistent but added that France’s shortage of foreign exchange often 
produced results tantamount to protection. 

_ Pflimiin stated that in 1951, exports from the French Overseas Territories 
to France and the French Union reached 129 billion francs, or 78 percent of 
their total exports. Inversely, 197 billion francs, or 78 percent, of the im- 
ports of the French Overseas Territories were from France or from the French 
Union 


This solidarity in the economic order," concluded Prlimlin , "must be ac 
ccmpanied by a will for unity in the political order and decentralization in 
the overseas Institutions. The people of Africa and Madagascar have chosen 
the French Union, which respects their autonomy and personality, their -true 
progress and freedom. While ignoring our disparagers, we can demonstrate to 
tne world that, ln contrast to those political structures where only force is 
able to maintain unity, it has been possible for French genius to establish a 
vast community of which the keystone is singleness of purpose. 
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RESu'ICTEa I 


Council Supports Decentralization ana Equal Rights 

At the close o t the discussion, the senators adopted ’a resolution hy Sai- 
ler and Lafleur asking the French government “to perfect the Integration of the 
overseas territories into the French Republic by applying a policy of decentrali- 
zation and solidarity which would guarantee the following: 

!• The material and spiritual well-being of the people through the devel- 
opment of economic activities, intellectual emancipation, and the exercise of 
the political freedoms recognized by the Constitution, 

2. The indivisibility of the French Republic and the unity of its parti- 
cipation in international and supranational organisms without any distinction 
between its constituent territories/ 
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